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was from thence that they fomented the troubles in St. Vincent and Grenada, and that they kept Martinique in constant alarm. The conquest of St. Lucia has deprived the French of the only harbour they had in the West Indies for ships of war, and has secured tranquillity to the islands just mentioned. The principal post of the island is that on Morne Fortun^, which, with its immediate dependencies, protects the harbour of Carenage. It is a post of strength, but of such extent as to require a considerable body of men to defend it, and is besides extremely unhealthy; from its height and distance from the sea the carriage of provisions and stores is attended with much difficulty and expense. On account of these inconveniences it has been proposed to abandon the Morne Fortune'}, destroy the harbour of the Carenage by sinking ships at the entrance of it, and to confine our defence to the protection of Grosislet and Choc Bays, by strengthening Pigeon Island and fortifying certain points upon the coast, particularly that of Trouillac and Morne Pimar. To maintain the possession of those posts a moderate garrison would be sufficient, and the troops would be in healthier situations, and the chief utility of St. Lucia to this country be preserved, because our fleet would still have a safe anchorage. The adoption, however, of this plan will be more properly a subject for consideration at the peace should the island remain in our possession. The time and expense which would be necessary to carry it into execution must preclude for the present all thought of it.
" In former wars as soon as the chief military posts in any of the West India islands were reduced the island was conquered and its quiet possession secured, the white people alone being then considered as inhabitants. They were few in number, and always ready to purchase security by submission. The negroes were entirely under their control, and as passive as any other part of their property. As no assistance could then be given to the enemy by the inhabitants, no attempt was to be dreaded by the garrison but from an